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Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 

09/804,735 


Applicant(s) 

SRINIVASAN ETAL. 


Examiner 

JEAN JANVIER 


Art Unit 

3688 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to 05/29/09 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 21-40 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. Q Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. £3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. £3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



/Jean Janvier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20100212 
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In Response to the Appeal Brief 

The present decision represents the Examiner's response to the Applicant's claim amendments. 

DETAILED A CTION 



Claims Status 

Claims 21-40 are currently pending in the Instant Application. 



An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Please delete claim 20. 

Please add claim 40 as follows- 

40. (New) The method according to claim 30, wherein the (1) conducting an 
experiment to determine a currently optimal advertisement step further comprises: 
First performing steps (a)-(e); and 

Thereafter reiterating steps (a)-(e) with a smaller sample of web page requests. 



Reason For Allowance 

The prior art, taken alone or in combination, does not teach the combination of claim 
limitations as featured in independent claims 21 and 30. 
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For example, 

US Patent 5, 918, 014 to Robinson discloses, in one embodiment, that a new ad is 
displayed randomly or on a fixed schedule to a certain number (percentage) of users or visitors 
from a pool or a set/number of visitors visiting a website predefined by an advertiser 
(receiving configuration data from an advertiser indicating that the advertiser wants to 
target the visitors visiting a particular website based on some criteria and random 
sampling or randomly selecting a subset or a certain number of visitors, out of the set of 
visitors visiting the website, to be exposed to the advertiser's advertisements or 
experiments and to thereby determine the optimal advertisement or experiment based on 
the certain number or randomly selected visitors' responses). During this "training period" 
for the new ad, a certain percentage of the members of the subject's community will click on 
the new ad. If this is an unusually hi g h proportion (a percentage better or a threshold number), 
then there is a relatively high likelihood that the ad will be of relatively high interest to the 
subject or to one or more similar visitors (the ad will generate more click-throughs from one or 
more other visitors with similar profile). Here, statistical techniques are used to determine a 
probability, associated with a fixed confidence level, with which one can assume that a 
randomly -chosen member of the subject's community (or one or more other users) will tend to 
click on the ad; this probability is used as the measure of similarity. Once again, a new ad is 
displayed to certain visitors of the community of surfers (sampling visitors) and the system 
determines whether a high or low proportion of visitors have indeed read the ad and have chosen 
to view further information associated with the ad (weighing process or click-through). If a high 
proportion has chosen to view further information related to this ad, then the ad will be presented 
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to similar users having the same profile as the sampled visitors who had originally interacted 
with the ad (Col. 3: 3-28; col. 3: 61 to col. 4: 14; See claims 1-3, 8 and 17 of the current 
reference). 

US Patent 7,03 1,932 to Lipsky discloses a facility for adjusting the execution of an 
advertising campaign in which advertising messages (experiments) are presented to users using a 
plurality of advertising alternatives. During a first time period, the facility presents advertising 
messages using each of the advertising alternatives in accordance with an initial allocation for 
each of the advertising alternatives. Also during the first time period, the facility tracks the 
performance of the advertising campaign with respect to each of the advertising alternatives. 
Based upon the tracking during the first time period, the facility attributes a performance score to 
each of the advertising alternatives for the first time period. The facility compares these scores, 
and, based upon the comparison, adjusts the allocations for the advertising alternatives so as to 
increase one or more allocations for advertising alternatives, which compare favorably in the 
comparison, and so as to reduce one or more allocations for advertising alternatives comparing 
disfavorably in the comparison. The facility then, during a second time period, presents 
advertising messages using each of the advertising alternatives in accordance with the adjusted 
allocation for each of the advertising alternatives (See abstract). 

USP 6,085,229 to Newman discloses a network includes one or more client computers, 
which can retrieve Web pages and supplemental content items, such as advertisements, from one 
or more server computers, for display or other processing. Each Web page can have fixed 
content, one or more fixed URL's identifying supplemental content items to be, for example, 
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displayed at particular locations on the Web page, and one or more sets of conditional items, 
with each conditional item set comprising content item(s) or content item identifier(s), such as 
URL's, and personal selection criteria to be used in selecting one of the content item(s) or 
identifier(s) to be, for example, displayed at a respective location on the Web page. When a 
client computer receives a Web page from a server computer, it (that is, the client computer) 
will, for example, display the fixed Web page content and, obtain supplemental content items 
identified by the fixed URL's to be displayed along with the fixed content. In addition, the client 
computer will process each set of conditional items in conjunction with personal information 
maintained by the client computer and selection criteria for the set to identify one of the 
conditional content item(s) to be displayed, or one of the conditional item identifier(s) to be used 
in obtaining a supplemental content item to be displayed along with the Web page. Since the 
client computer determines the particular conditional content or content identifier based on 
selection criteria provided with the Web page, and personal information maintained by the client 
computer itself, the personal information need not be provided to or otherwise obtained by the 
server computer to allow for personalization of the Web page (See abstract). 

Tapiero, C.S., in an article "On-line and adaptive ^pnutnut vi^ o> i> -u^ control by a 
diffusion approximation" published in Sept.-Oct. 1975 by Operations Research, vol.23, no. 5, 
pp. 890-907, formulates a diffusion approximation to a stochastic advertising model of the 
Vidale- Wolfe type. This formulation allows solution of problems of optimum and on-line sales 
forecasting, parameter identification and advertising control under uncertainty. For practical 
solutions, approximations are suggested and siiautmou is used to forecast the probabilistic 
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response of sales to an advertising program. 

WO 01/48666 Al to Sanu relates generally to systems, methods and operating models 
for optimizing the performance of advertisements and other messages or content, and more 
particularly to systems, methods, and operating models for optimizing the performance of 
advertisements, messages, and other content in an interactive measurable medium such as a 
global network of interconnected information devices and appliances. An example of such a 
global network is the Internet (See abstract). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the Examiner should be directed to 
Jean D. Janvier, whose telephone number is (571) 272-6719. The aforementioned can normally 
be reached Monday-Thursday from 10:00AM to 6:00 PM EST. If attempts to reach the Examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Ms. Lynda Jasmin, can be reached at 
(571)272- 6782. 

Non-Official-571-2 7 3-6719 . 
Official Draft : 571-273-8300 
12/31/09 

/Jean Janvier/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 
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